Maritzburg Christian School

Jeremiah 29:11

Registration number 024-873-NPO

CODE OF CONDUCT 2024

DISCIPLINARY INFRINGEMENTS AND SANCTIONS

Registered in terms of the Non-Profit Organisations Act, 1997.

NATURE OF INFRINGEMENT OR MISCONDUCT

RECOMMENDED
PENALTY
FIRST OFFENCE

RECOMMENDED
PENALTY
SECOND/

REPEATED
OFFENCE

SUBSEQUENT
OFFENCE

TYPE 1

VERY SERIOUS MISCONDUCT
ZERO TOLERANCE OFFENCES - could lead to
immediate expulsion

1.1.

Conduct which endangers the safety and/ or violates the
rights of others:

e Violent, abusive, or threatening behavior (verbal or
physical).

e Fighting, battery or assault (threatened or actual).

e Victimization, bullying or initiation of any sort.

e Transferring, using or being in possession of a
dangerous weapon, including spears, bows and
arrows, catapults, knives and firearms, fireworks,
explosives, or any object that may be considered as
being potentially dangerous (at School or at School
events.

e The Principal or his delegated authority, upon
reasonable suspicion, has the authority to
conduct a search of any learner, or property in the
possession of a learner, for a dangerous weapon,
firearm, cigarettes, alcohol drugs or harmful or
dangerous substances, stolen property or
pornographic material. During any search,
respect for the individual’s dignity shall be
observed and learners shall have the right to be
searched in private by persons of their own
gender. In extreme circumstances the police may
need to be involved.

e Intimidating or willfully interfering with others.

¢ Inciting, advising or rewarding others to perform
violent, offensive or threatening acts.

e Any “gang’ related activity that may threaten the
safety or welfare of others at School.

e Harassment (sexual, racial, cultural or religious).

e Issuing a bomb threat or arson (attempted or actual)

e Behavior that may pose a danger to the safety and
welfare of others at School or School events.

Suspension
and Hearing
followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion

1.2

e Possession, use or transmission of tobacco,
unauthorised drugs, alcohol, intoxicants of any kind or
other potentially harmful substances.

e Strong suspicion of habitual use (abuse) or regular
use of medication, drugs or alcohol at School or
School events.

Suspension
and Hearing
followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion




NATURE OF INFRINGEMENT OR MISCONDUCT

RECOMMENDED
PENALTY
FIRST OFFENCE

RECOMMENDED
PENALTY
SECOND/

REPEATED
OFFENCE

SUBSEQUENT
OFFENCE

TAKE NOTE: RANDOM OR SPECIFIC DRUG
TESTS MAY ALSO BE INCLUDED AND NOT
REFUSED BY A LEARNER

1.3.

Insolence or disobedience.

e Absence from lessons or other compulsory school
activities without permission. A letter or phone call is
required from guardians. A Doctor’s note is required
for 3 consecutive days of absenteeism.

e Serious dishonesty (actual or intended)

e Cheating, copying, or tampering with test or exam
results, reports or assignments.

e Plagiarism, the use without acknowledgement, of the
intellectual work of other people.

e Collusion — preparing and submitting work that was
done jointly with another learner, except for group
work that was permitted.

e Impersonation, where someone other than the learner

prepares the work submitted for assessment. This
includes parents preparing assignments / orals
purchasing essays/ orals from the internet or asking
someone else to write an examination paper on their
behalf.

e Being in possession of or distributing material or

information that may give an advantage in a test or an

exam.

e Extortion, bribery, corruption or fraud.

e Being an accomplice to, colluding, conspiring,
assisting / abetting or instigating dishonesty, fraud, or
theft.

e Inciting, advising, or rewarding others to be dishonest
or to cheat.

e Serious breach of School security procedures,
unreasonably refusing to submit to a search.

e Lying

e Prevents or attempts to prevent any educator or
member of staff from carrying out his/her normal
duties.

e Deceptive behavior, including assuming a false
identity.

Suspension
and Hearing
followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion

1.4.

Theft or possession of stolen property

Suspension
and Hearing
followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion

1.5.

The accession/possession of pornographic material

Suspension
and Hearing
followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion




RECOMMENDED

NATURE OF INFRINGEMENT OR MISCONDUCT RECOMMENDED PENALTY SUBSEQUENT
PENALTY SECOND/ OFFENCE
FIRST OFFENCE REPEATED
OFFENCE
1.6. Vandalism/Sabotage Suspension
and Hearing
e Malicious or willful damage to the school’s property followed by
e Unauthorized occupation of any School property or Suspension or
facility, or having the effect of depriving others from Expulsion
using this property or facility. Preventing or seeking to
prevent free assembly by others on the school’s
property, without permission from the School.
e Blocking of any entrances or exits to or from the
school premises, with the intention or effect of
interfering with free access by others.
e Participating in or supporting industrial or protest
action, preventing students from attending School
activities.
1.7. Actions for which the learner has been convicted in a Suspension
court of law as being a criminal offence and Hearing
followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion
1.8. Any party-political conduct of a political nature, unless Suspension
such activity is conducted for academic reasons by the and Hearing
educators of the school followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion
1.9. Criminal and oppressive behavior Suspension
and Hearing
e Including rape and gender-based harassment. followed by
e Conduct which is disgraceful, improper and Suspension or
unbecoming of a learner. Expulsion
e Fighting, assault or battery
e Racism, sexism, xenophobia, harmful graffiti, hate
speech.
e Off-site criminal misconduct that disrupts or
substantially damages the School/Student relationship
and the educational process.
e Storage, creation, sale or distribution of pornographic,
obscene or offensive material, publications, symbols,
email, text/SMS/MMS, cartoons or objects.
e Obscene, indecent or sexually explicit behavior or
gestures, or attempts to make unwanted physical
contact.
e Actions that expose others to serious danger or injury,
or expose the School to potential accidental loss or
damages — whether due to willful or negligent acts.
e Serious misconduct or actions that may bring the
reputation of the School, Students or other
stakeholders into disrepute.
1.10. The use of vulgar, insulting or blasphemous language. Suspension
and Hearing
followed by

Suspension or
Expulsion




RECOMMENDED

RECOMMENDED PENALTY
NATURE OF INFRINGEMENT OR MISCONDUCT SENALTY ey SUBSEQUENT
FIRST OFFENCE REPEATED OFFENCE
OFFENCE
1.11. Indecent behavior e.g., kissing, inappropriate touching Suspension
and inappropriate hand signals. and Hearing
followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion
1.12. Any other misconduct considered to be very serious and Counselling/
possibly justifying suspension
and hearing
followed by
suspension or
expulsion
TYPE 2 | SERIOUS INFRINGEMENTS
2.1 e Playing of obscene, insulting, or demeaning games Counselling/ Suspension
e Dangerous horseplay Final Warning and Hearing
e Malicious teasing Parental followed by
Contact Suspension or
Expulsion
2.2. e Inappropriate behavior or comments in public or at Counselling/ Suspension
School events that brings the School into disrepute Final Warning and Hearing
e Abuse of School privileges or seniority/status, abuse Parental followed by
of position of authority. Contact Suspension or
Expulsion
2.3. Smoking or being in possession of tobacco or cigarettes Counselling/ Suspension
or vapes (on the school premises or at School events) Final Warning and Hearing
Parental followed by
Contact Suspension or
Expulsion
24. e Forgery or falsification of School documents and Counselling/ Suspension
reports Final Warning and Hearing
e Lying and unfair behavior (with less serious initial Parental followed by
consequences) Contact Suspension or
Expulsion
2.5 e Improper use of property and equipment at School. Counselling/ Suspension
e Accidental damage to property through carelessness Final Warning | and Hearing
Parental followed by
Contact Suspension or
Expulsion
2.6. ¢ Acts or behavior designed to create a hostile or Counselling/ Suspension
threatening School environment, or that may Final Warning and Hearing
reasonably have resulted in such an environment. Parental followed by
e Willful disruption of School activities, interference with Contact Suspension or
School authorities Expulsion
e Conduct designed to be prejudicial to good order or
discipline at the school
2.7. Misconduct in assessments Counselling/ Suspension
e No learner may have access, or attempting to gain Final Warning and Hearing
access to any part of the academic content tested Parental followed by
during an exam or test. Contact Suspension or
e No learner may be in the possession of any electronic Expulsion

device, unauthorized calculators or notes during a test
or examination.

No learner may communicate in any way with another
learner during a test or examination.

No learner may copy any answers from another
learner.

No learner may disrupt a test or exam session.




RECOMMENDED

RECOMMENDED PENALTY SUBSEQUENT
NATURE OF INFRINGEMENT OR MISCONDUCT CENALTY e e
FIRST OFFENCE REPEATED
OFFENC
2.8. Any misconduct by the student that is considered by Suspension
School authorities to warrant more than Counselling, a and Hearing
verbal reprimand or any ordinary warning. followed by
Suspension or
Expulsion.
TYPE 3 | LESS SERIOUS INFRINGEMENTS
3.1 e Disregard for rules, directions, instructions or for any Counselling Final Warning/ | Suspension and
person in authority. and Parental Hearing
o Defiance or disrespect towards School authorities, Reprimand or Contact followed by
Parents/Guardians, visitors or peers Warning/ Suspension or
e Being discourteous towards School authorities, adults Demerit/ Expulsion
or peers, or displays of insolence. Detention
e Being unreasonably intolerant of others and their
religion, personal beliefs, cultural traditions,
appearance or of diversity.
e Persistent violation of School rules (with less serious
initial consequences)
3.2. e Use of excessive force when playing games or during Counselling Final Warning/ | Suspension and
sporting events. and Parental Hearing
¢ Playing games in an area where others may be Reprimand or Contact followed by
injured or where property may be damaged. Warning/ Suspension or
e Riding skateboards, wheelies, bicycles or motorbikes Demerit/ Expulsion
in areas where such activities are prohibited, or in Detention
such a manner as may cause injury to others or
damage to property.
3.3. e Noisy or disruptive behavior, disturbing the activities Counselling Final Warning/ | Suspension and
of others. and Parental Hearing
e Highly disruptive or unruly classroom behavior. Reprimand or Contact followed by
e Trespassing or entering School premises without Warning/ Suspension or
permission or without supervision and/or after School Demerit/ Expulsion
hours. Detention
e Refusing to identify oneself upon request by a School
authority.
3.4. Swearing and use of vulgar, profane (foul) language. Counselling Final Warning/ | Suspension and
and Parental Hearing
Reprimand or Contact followed by
Warning/ Suspension or
Demerit/ Expulsion
Detention
3.5. e Tardiness, littering and poor housekeeping. Counselling Final Warning/ | Suspension and
e Poor grooming, unhygienic personal habits, improper and Parental Hearing
use of School facilities or ablutions. Reprimand or Contact followed by
e Hair, dress or apparel that is not in accordance with Warning/ Suspension or
School standards or rules. Demerit/ Expulsion
Detention

e Eating or drinking during class or School events or
activities (assembly) when consumption is not
permitted.




